Sir -All communes, even those located outside the 'Ile de France', are located near population centres and not in rural areas. Unfortunately, the type of incomers was not made available to us. It seems that our paper was not clear concerning the definition of the communes selected. To be selected a commune had to show a population increase of more than 100%, between two consecutive censuses, leading to a population of over 10,000 inhabitants in 1990, i.e. at the end of the period under study and not at the beginning. Most of the 43 communes thus selected were small at the beginning of the period under study, as shown in Table I .

